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CISEWHERE TWO

jerman Right Wing Retreats 11 Miles
on Lleventh Day of Great Battle;
Invaders’ Attacks Uniformly Repulsed

jssues Statement Saying|
Revolt Is Against Car-
ranza Personally.

|
, 7t W

ARMY OF 50,000 AND

"' FIELD GUNS ON MOVE,|

[ Train Service Stopped Be-
' tween Juarez and
Mexico City.

|
-

o e et

| ARMORED AUTOS AND |

AEROPLANES READY |

,%I’ullluglon Officials Doubt
News—Still Determined tn
Evacuate Vera Cruz.

k- s !
|Gy Telegranh to The Tridbune. ] |
El Paso, Tex., Sept. 23.—General |
& Prancisce Villa to-night denounced the
I eentral government, headed by Venua-
S llano Carranzas, snd announced his in |
sependence in o statement.
b This placed the State of Chihushua
i open revolt agaimst the party in |
‘pewer at Mexico City, as well as Sn-|
tars, the next border state to the west,
L whers Governor Maytorena previously
L8 Bad proclaimed his independence of the
r itutionalist-party’ €5 Tepresented
Carranza.
Villa's #tatement, in which he assert-
“wd tht, besides Chihuahus end Senora,
Iacatecss and a part of Coshuila, Car- |
mna's native state, had Soiﬁed‘lhe up-
nsing, was reccived here as follows:
“lu view of the attitude of Venusti-
. ano Carranza, which has been the cause
Siof great injury to our country, and
. sibee he could never govern & republie
ot make heppy 8 country which aspires
119 a real democraey, a country which
S Wants to have a povernment emanating
".fnn ths peonle, subject to an interpre-
fation of the national feelings, we have
0| Been obliged to renounce him as com-
! mander in chief of the Constitutional-
Wt army in charge of the executive
, power, and we have declared hostili- |
thes, being disposed to fight until the
\ last until he is forced to mbandon his
" power and place the game in the hands |
-y of the real representatives of the peo- .
ple, who are disposed to remedy all
wils of the republic and to direct it
- Wrough the proper road of progress
L and wellbeong
*We are not in favor of personalism, |

1 byt we are defonders of principles and | oher than checks or bills ¢n demand. Pey, the

) comsequently we will not fight against |
. My other of the chiefs who have con-
« tributed to the downfall of the usurper |
Huertz, our dificulties being agamnt|
the person of Venustisno Carrania.
The states of Sonora, Zacatecas and &
- part of Cosliuila have seconded up to
. ke present our attitude, and shortly |
" % will be joined by adherents from |
- other Jocalities. General Obregon will
Ieave to-night for El Paso, Tex.
“FRANCISCO VILLA.”
.~ A u preliminary move Villa has
" Mised 8l the cosl stored and in transit
between Juarer and Torreon, and wvilil
B eiL for his troop trains.
All available troops under
femmand were rushed to-night to mest

# Carranza troops moving north from
tecas. Fven the two brigedes
which were sent on an overland march

C PVolt were recalled hurriedly. ThGY|
Pussed through Jumrez to-night on the
¥4 back to Chihushua City, Villa’s

 tpital,

3 Hostilitics will start in Sonora,

:_'hu General Benjumin Hill is in!

_ Vmmand of 4,500 Caransza soldiers

(8 & holding Canunes. An order

'-_ € to-day by Governor Maytorena,

ha s l-:lmux under orders from Villa,

"'h _l!l Carranse money from circulu-

4 % 18 Sonora, und no Carranza money

S Permitted by Villa to cireulste in

Witerior of Chihushus, Half .|

Pesos of Villa money was sent |
to-day to take the place of |

Carranes money. 5 |

o to-duy fontinutd the movement

HMI“. to honornf. and those which

hh‘n temporarily halted resumed

ty overland. Seven thousand

2 rifles, five machine guns and
@arloads of ammunition were sent

h ::lu to Nogules, Ariz., to-day.
% Will be trunsferrod to Nogales,

}., &nd will be held by Maytorens

e arrival of Villa's army.

M th'nunmi men will be wsent

———
Solianed 0o pags ¢, cotumn &
4

| field personally in
\.','1].»,1 nn ce
| ment, says it is aware that muny citi-
- why | gens mre anxious to serve with the |gnti-German

} was reported as w strong l’arcal

lA

Mo Bonora 1o assist the Vaytorens | contribute their quotas “to General| .. . yces that Jupan was at war.

363,000 MORE WOMEN

Parls, Sept. 23.—The war censas
of Paris is complete. The popula-
tlon is now 1807044, a decline of
1,026,307 from normal figures. There
are In Paris now 9%19,087 women,
585,488 men and 272,471 children, of
whom 30,986 are wunder filteen
months old.

RUSSIANS FALL
BACK IN PRUSSIA

London, Sept. 23.—A Reuter dispatch
from Petrograd says: :

“In Eastern Prussia the Russian

troops are falling back in perfect

order, taking with them stores and

wounded, What they are unable to

take they are burning.”
—_— -

GERMAN DIPLOMAT'S
SON AMONG WOUNDED

Mont de Marsan, Sept. 23. ~Among
the German wounded who have ar-
rived here are Lieutenant George von
Bieberstein, nephew of the late Baron
Marschall von Bieberstein, once Ger-
man Ambassador to Great Britain, and
Lieutenant von Jagow, a son of the
German Foreign Minister, Gottlieb von
Jagow.

—_——

SERVIANS VICTORS
INNINE-DAY BATTLE

Austrians in Retreat Along
Front from Liubovia
to Losnitza.

Nish, Sept. 23.--The following official
statoment has been given out:

“After & mnine-duys' struggle
Austrians, whose wings both heve
besten completely, are in fullretreat
along the whole front from Liubovia to
Losnitzu. The Servians are pursuing
them vigorously. Servian columns
from Vishcgrad and Bainu Bashs con-
tinue their progress into the interior
of Boznia"

Bordeaux, Sept. 28.—The Minister of
Marine anounced to-day that s French
fieet had Innded heavy guns and a de-
tachment of gunners at Antivari
Montenegro. The. guns will be pln:-gc[
on Mount Lovchen, whence they will
open & bombardment of the forts and
harbor of Cattaro, in Dalmatia.

The forts at the south of Cattaro Har-
bor were destroyed some doys ngo by
& bombardment carried out under the
direction of Admirakde la Peyrere.

BRITAIN TO END
MORATORIUM NOV. 4

the

|Suspension Already Off the Re-

tail Trades, Rent Payments
and Exchange Bills.

London, Sept. 23.—1t has been de-
cided that there shall be no further
suspension of the moratorium, so far
as it applies to debts due by retail
traders in respect of their business, for
rent, or reluting to bills of exchange

As regards other debts to which the
enersl moratorium applies, there will
ge an extension for one month from
October 4, subject to the condition that
the interest due uider past proclama-
tions is paid. )

On November 4 the moratoritm will
come to an end as regards all debts.

GEN. BOTHA WILL
LEAD S. AFRICANS

Pretoria, via London, Sept. 23. —The
decision of General Botha, Premier of
the Union of South Africa, to take the
command against
has aroused

the forces of Germaiy
much enthusirsam here.

The government, in announce-

Its

British forces on ihe Continent, but
the imperial government considers that
priority should be given to the South
frican military requirements.

Natal and the Orange Free State will

Botha's wrmy.

SARAJEVO STORMED
BY MONTENEGRINS

London, Sept. 24.—According to a
Reuter dispatch from Rome, the “Gior-
nale d'Ttalin” publishes a report from
Antivari that the Montenegring on
Wednesday opened an assault on Sara-
jevo and enguged the Austrians in a
sanguinary buttle, which continues.

—

TRAWLER BLOWN
IN TWO BY MINE

Sept. 28.—The Grimsby
trawler Kilmarnock was sunk by a
mine in the North Ses yesterday. Onl

three members of her crew were saved.
The trawler was blown in two and
went down instantly.

VON MOLTKE'S SON
KILLED IN BATTLE

Paris, Sept. 24.—A son of Field Mar-
shal Count von Moltke has

been killed
in the fighting at Este
gl

Londen,

rnay.

mported Bock Panetela. More satisfy-
ln: than eecr. Sweet and mild. —Advt.

been |t

GERMAN'STALK
OFJAPANWAR
STIRS WILSON

‘Baron von Schoen, .lnsti
from Tokio, Gives Hob- |
sonian Warning.

PREDICTS CONFLICT
WITH MIKADO SOON|

\Bryan Instructed to Inves- |

tigate Diplomat's Al-
leged Interview.

'THE STORY DENIED |
- BY VON BERNSTORFF

Secretary of State, After Con.
ference with President, Re-
fuses to Discuss Case. |

| From The Tribune Bureau )
Washington, Sept. 23.—An interview
given out here by Baron Wilhelm
Freiher von Schoen, the newly ap-
pointed secretary of the German Em-
bassy, to the effect that there is &
strong anti-American feeling in Japan
end that the Japanese believe that war
| with the United Ststes is “unavoid-
able,” has sroused the ire of President
Wilson, who directed Secretary Brysn
his afterncon to make inquiries of the
| Germen Ambassador as Lo the authen-
| ticity of the utterances.
I Baron von Sehoen, who was attached

I

|to the German Embassy in Tokio for
| many years, but to whom puasports
|were handed several weeks ugo, ad-
|mtitled to & group of newspaper men
this afternoon that he had been cor-
rectly quoted in “The Washington
| Post,”” which printed the statements
\which are objectionable to the FPres-
' ident.

I “I have nothing official yet and ean-
not discuss the subjeet,” said Seere-
tary Bryan, after he had talked with
| the President and was told that Baron
von Schoen had admitted the accurhey
of the statements attributed to him,

| In view of the facts, President Wil-
|son hes made what he believes to be
| af effective appeal to “my fellow coun- |
trymen” to observe strict neutrality,
and has issued orders against govern-
ment officials discussing the war situa-
tion, He is greatly irritated that for-
|eigners should seek to incite sentiment
| agninst any of the belligerents. For
| that reason it is expected that he will
| take steps to hush Baron von Schoen,
Ias he did in the case of A. Rustem
Turkish Ambassador, who
tulked rather freely recently.

The Objectionable Remarks.

The utterances of Baron von Schoen
to which President Wilson objected
| were as follows:
| “You may safely say that the mass
| of the Japanese peuple believe that war |
Iuath the United States is inevitable. |
Throughout Japan there is an intense
hatred of the American people.
| *I have just come from, Japan, hav-
ling been transferred to Washington,
| An astonishing thing about the war is
the complete apathy ef the Jupanese
| people toward it. The people have no
interest in it at all. In England,
Russis and France there was really an
feeling, and patriotie
demonstrations for their countries
wereé held, but nothing of the kind
in Japan. A stranger in
not know from ap-

'|
1

| took place
that ecountry would

“Before war was declared there were
| preparations for it, and the people
| said *yes, it is for Russic or America.'
{When the Mexiean government sent
| Sefior Francisco de la Berra on & spe-
cial mission to Tokio there were great
idemonstnliuns, although there was no
| feeling of admiration by the people for
|the Mexicans, despite the alleged race
kinship. It was the trouble between

Huerta and the United States that gave
| the people an opportunity on the occa-
| sion of De la Barra's visit, fo vent their
| feelings in great anti-Americun dem- |
| trations.
Ilm‘gl reme:nber just after yoing to
Japan in 19813, during the negotistions
between Washington and Tokio over
the Cslifornis Alien Land Act, an inei-
dent impressed me. | lived rather
close to the United States Embassy,
and one morning s I went by it | saw
thst some Jupsnese people had written
sentences in English

on the walls bi ¢

insulting the b‘nited States govern-

ment. . )
“There was a slrong ro-Mexican

feeling in Jupan when the United States
had d¥ﬂ'iculty with that republic on ase-
count of the Japsnese antagonism to
the United States. Should both Japan
and England be victorious in this war
—which, of course, I do not believe is

Continued on page 4, column 3
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FIGHT IN BALTIC WON
BY RUSSIAN CRUISER

London, Sept. 2).—According 1o
a message from Paris to the Cen-
tral News the Ru®sian armored
Bayan has sunk a German crulser |
and two torpedo boats in the Baltic.

REFUSED TO YIELD
“AND DIED FIGHTING

_Angouléme, France, Sept. 23. —The fam- |
ily of Major C. Dupont, of the artillery,
has received news of his heroie death
in a recent action. With a regiment of

.

700 men _he received orders to
take a position in s meadow near a
town. There was a dense fog at the|

time, through which ominous rumbling
were heard, but Major Dupont's in-
structions were urgent.

Al tli& men stood at their posts wait-
ing. Suddenly the fog lifted and re-|
vealed & company of German quick
firers within 1,600 yards of the French
position, In & few seconds all excepl
two officers and thirty men had fallen
before the storm of shot.

Major Dupont was among those un-
scathed. The German captain ap-
prouched him and asked for his surren-
der. Major Dupont declined to give
it and sprang to s gun beside which
his gunners lay dead and trained it
upon the enemy. But before he could
fire a bullet stretched him across the

! gun, mortally wounded.

SPAIN MAY AD
U. S. IN PEACE MOVE

Ambassador Willard Has

Conference with King |
Alfonso. |

N I H,\'sl‘uble to The Tribune. | |
Madrid, Sept. 23.—American .
sador Willard had a lo cnn'?sT:;:c
with King Alfonso at thcuﬁayll Palace
yesterday afternoon., The ambassador

when asked to-day mbout the confer.
ence, was cautious and would not sd-
mit or deny that important official
business kept him and the King busy
for more than an hour, during whie

the conference lasted. The sume re-|
serve was maintiined at the Depart-|
ment of State, Trustworthy sources
however, intimated that the conference
was held with the view of an exchange
of views in regard to the co-operation
of the American and Spanish govern-
ments when the time is ready for & firm |

| peace move.

This_opinion gained groun -day
when Premier Dato xnvi omd.lc;“:;:
ment to the newspapers complaining of
the partisanship shown by the news-
papers in publishing and commenting |
on Ithe war news. One group of papers
is in favor of Germany, while another
and larger group openly favors the Al-
liew, and the attitude of both groups 1s
extremely bitter.

Premier Dato gave out a statement
following the lincs of a recent d:clara-
tion made by President Wilson, urging
the papers to maintain an unbiassed at- |
titude, as their prejudiced attitude |
“might smbarrass the Spanish govern-
ment when the opportunity arrives for |
o peace move." |

The Spanish and Portuguese papers|
comment on the presence of the Por-
tuguese pretender, Don Miguel de Bra-
ganzs, in the Austrian army, although
8 treaty, still in force, binds Portugul
to aid Great Britain in case of war. |
The 1p‘lr,u'ra hint at a promise made by |
the Kaiser to help the Brauganzas to |
recover the throne of Portugal in case
of vietory.

ZEPPELIN HOME SH
BOMBARDED BY AIRMEN

London, Sept. 24 —Two squadrons of British naval atrmen made 4|
daring raid vesterday from Belgium against the German Zeppelin airship
The attack upon Dusseldori was ofti- |
successiul.
dropped three bombs there on a Zeppelin shed, sweeping down to

bases at Dusseldorf and Cologne

cially reported as having been

400 feet of his target

KAISER PRAYS FOR
VICTORY OVER ALL

L]

Berlin, Sept. 23.—Emperor Will-
iam on the birthday of the Duke of
Cumberland wired from his head-
quarters In the field under date of
September 21 as follows:

“Though these are heavy days of
trial, 1 remember your birthday
with sincerest wishes for yourself
and vours. | pray Ged, who In His
mercy has already done so much, to
stay with our brave troops and give
a final victory over all our enemles.
You ean be proud of vour son, who
has already earned an Iron Cross.
Best wishes, WILHELM.”

RAID WORK
OF ONLY ONE
SUBMARINE

Berlin Says U-9 Alone
Sank Three British Cruis-
ers in North Sea.

REPORTED TO HAVE
ESCAPED UNHURT

'PRIEST INTERPRETS
' FOR DYING GERMAN

More Survivors Are Land-
ed—Number of Dead
Now Put at 1,133.

Bordeauz, Sept. 23.—A young Ger-
| man soldier lay dying of his wounds
this morning in a Bordeaux hospital,
He asked for spiritual !
— and & French Protestant chaplain came

to his side. The chaplain, however,

spoke no German. Hearing of the dif-

HOLLAND PLANS TO | ficulty, a Catholic priest volunteered
INTERNE RESCUEDPO interpret. The Protestant minister

pronounced the words of consolation
— and peace in French, and the priest
= translated them into German to the
dying man, who breathed his last
peacefully.

GERMANS RE-TAKE
TOWN NEAR NANCY

Washington, Sept. 23.—The German

Those Taken There May Not Be |
Permitted to Leave Until
End of the War.

Amsterdam (via Londen), Sept. 23.— |
Unofficial reports received here from

Berlin say that a single submarine, the
left wing in Lorraine has ecrossed the

11-9, carried out the raid against the ossed
British i N Sea, i : +  French border and “reoccupied Dom-
LR faekin Hhe Hotih fiam, i wich | evre, south of Blamont and Nomeny

the eruisers Hogue, Aboukir and Cres- | ' 4"piime, north of Nancy,” aceording
2y were sunk.

to dispatches received to-day at the
This account says the torpedo at-

French Embassy.
tack was made Tuesday morning at 6 Further advices to the embassy de-

seribing the fighting on the right bank

consolation |

FORWARD 11 MILES ON
RIGHT BANK OF OISE

'Advance in Region of Lassigny Made in

Face of Desperate Resistance
from Retiring Enemy.

GERMAN ATTACK IN WOEVRE DISTRICT

Paris Reports These ‘Assaults Repulsed—Situa«
tion Along Greater Part of Long
Battle Line Unchanged.

Paris, Sept. 23.—The left of the allied armies, after severe
fighting, has made a further advance on the right bank of the River
Oise. This is the salient feature of to-day’s official reports, the

greater part of these being devoted to gn explanation of the failure
of the Allies to cut short the field siege of so many days and thrust
the Germans from French territory. Y

It is frankly admitted that the situation in other parts of the

field remains practically the same.

the
I'rench,

(The battle of Aisne, according to the
Hritish commander-in-chiel, Ficld Marshal
began on the evening of September 12.)

Unofficial reports say that the advance made by the Allies’

statement ot

Sir John

o'¢lock, in clear weather. The first at- ' of the Oise say the Germans ‘{v};"
tack was directed agninst the Aboukir,,forced back. They also say the Ger-, . . "
o = I oane directed s movement toward leftin'the region of Lassigny was one of more than eleven miles.

whieh #dnk Tn N¥e minutes. The two :
‘ Sei ) the French
other British cruisers then begun the ?,';}',‘:' Baussant, Limsy and the Frenc

work of rescuing their comrades. Irll'

another,three minutes the Hogue sank, |
while the foundering of the Cressy oe- ! BRITISH Dls 1‘ER
curred about 8 o'clock. | C E GERMANS

Submarine U-9, the report adds,

evaded pursuit, and the hope was ex-
pressed in Berlin that she had reached
a place of safety,

News Expected to Remove
Dissatisfaction Over
Naval Policy.

The report that five submarines took
| Berlin, Sept. 24 (By wireless via Say-

part in the attack, of which two were
sunk, the statement says, is false. It
reiterates thut the attuck was made by
she U-9 alone, and that the names of
the vessel's crew of twenty men will
be published.
LU'-9 a 300-Ton Boatl. ville, Long Island).—Reports received
The German submarine U-9 wus built by the German Admiralty show that
in 1910 at Dautzic. She is of 300 tons | .}, jostruction yesterday of three Brit-
anid her armament eonsists of three 18- : : - 2
inch torpedo tubes and two one-pound- | ish cruisers in the North Sea was ac-
er guns. Her speed submerged 18| complished single handed by the Ger-
man submarine U-9.

The news was received with particu-
| lar pleasure as it served to reconcile
the German sailors with the policy im-
posed upor: them of higher strategy
under which the officers and men of the
fleet are chafing despite all admoni-

eight knots, while on the surface she |
truvels at the rate of thirteen knots|

tions of patience from the newspapers
and public opinion.

an hour.

Lowestoft, England, Sept. 23. —So far
as can be ascertained 1,067 officers and |
men were saved out of a total of 2,200 |
who were on board the three Britlsh |
cruisers when they were sunk by the|
Germuns in the North Sea yosterday. |

The number of dead, therefore, ap-
pears Lo be 1,100,

The survivors are accounted for as|

R

Berlin, Sept, 23 by wireless via

| Sayville, Long Island).—No news con-
cerning the fighting in France was
| given out lu-dny except the statement
irvued by the German headquartors
staff, which said thut the Cathedral o
Rheime was respected until the French
established an observatory on the spire
to direct the French artillery fire.

The Germans used shrapnel instead
of shells to drive the observers from
the spire und the fire was stopped im-
mediately after this was accomplished.

The official repoit of the German Art
Commission for Belgium states that all
the art works and monumental build-
inzs in Louvain and Liege were saved.
The only exceptions were the contents

Continued on page 2, column 4

EDS

. Collet|
within |

Lieutenant C.

The attack on Cologne apparently failed of its object, as the official | of the library building at Louvain,
announcement fails to mention it,  An Antwerp paper, h-uwc\-rr_. says that | _ Berlin, Sept. 23 (By Wireless via
four bombs fell on the Zeppelin camp at Bickendor{ and set lire to the | Sayville, Long Island. — Michael Schwab,

hangars.
The squadrons makmg the ruid

consisted of five aeroplanes, with a navigator and an assistant in every

|8 prominent Bavarian Socialist serving
in the Landwehr, has been {iecurlteh
with the Order of the Iron Cross for
bravery on the field.

The German press to-day emphasizes

into Germany are believed to have

machine. The novel expedition started from an unmentioned base. Th2| the loyal American attitude in refusing
weather was misty, which assisted in the secrecy ot its approach to the!a loan for France. At the same time
t | they say that Germany has no neces-

intended scenes of operation.

It is thowght in some circles that the weather conditions may have
chedule of the seroplanes, and that it is possible
that the two bombs which were dropped on the Dutch town of Maas-
tricht, near the German border, Tuesday from a mysterious aircraft may

caused a hitch in the

have come from one of thy British

fatalities from the explosions in Maastricht

The Admiralty report on the subject is as follows

“Yesterday the Dritish aeroplanes of ihe naval wing delivered an
attack on the Zeppelin.shed at Duess=ldori. The conditions were rendered

very difficult by the misty weather,
dropped three bombs on the le

The extent of the damage done is not knowi.
“Flight Lieutenant Collet's machine was struck by ope projectile, but |
all the machmes returned safely to their points of departure.

“The importance of this incident

in the event of further bombs being dropped into Antwerp or other

Belgian towns, measures of reprisal
to almost any extent.” :
Antwerp, Sept. 23.—A successiul

aviators on the German aviation canip
reported by the “Handelsblad.” Bickendorf is the centre for the Zeppelin [
air craft, and, according to the story, the British airmen, from a height of
1,500 feer, dropped bombs that set lire to the hangats.
aviators returned ‘to the point of their departure, while the fhifth was
obliged to descend owing to engine trouble

landing in Belgium

ppelin shed, approaching within 400 feet,

sity for obtaining loans abroad.

Herlin, Sept. 20 (by way of London).
~The heudquarters staff, in further
cxplanation of the bombardment of the
Cathedral of Rheims, to-day says:

) ; “Sinee September 20, when a white
Fortunately there were no | flag was hoisted in the steeple, the
| cathedral hus been respected by our

fhiers.

| French had used the steeple as a point
for observation, which sufficiently ex-
| pluined the good shooting of the French
L. : : W | artillery.

but Flight Lieutenant C. H. Collet | “It became necessary to remove the
| cbservation post, which removal was
| «Mected by shrapne!l from the field
| guns, The fire of the heavy aurtillery
wus not allowed. and the bombardment
censed after the observation post wus
removed.

“We could see the steeples still
standing. The exterior of the cathe-
*drnl is still undamaged, but the roof
has been destroyed by fGire. Our troops
did no more damage than was abso-
lutely necessary. The French alone ure
to blame for misusing the white flag.,”

lies in the fact that it shows that
can certainly be adopted if desired

raid by a syuadron of five English
ot Bigkendorf, near Caol . 18, —
o pihed Washington, Sept. 23.—The German
Embussy received to-day the following
wireless dispatch from Berlin:

Four of the ening. The French losses are enor-
mous. Their centre is retreating. Ver-
dun is being suecessfully bombarded,
the effeet of German mortars being

e succeeded, however, in
" lagain tremendous.”

“The French offensive spirit is wul:-l

.I To-night’s official statement, after announcing that there has
been no change in the situation on the battle front since the issuance
of the previous communication, makes these comments on the
conflict:

“The battle which is in progress along the Aisne has extended
over eight days, but it should cause no surprise if one recalls the
| Russo-Japanese War.

“The battle of the Marne was an action undertaken in the
open field, which began with a general resumption of the offensive
| by the French army against the enemy, who did not expect it and
had not had time seriously to organize defensive positions.

GERMAN POSITIONS STRONG.
' “The same cannot be said of the battle of the Aisne, whers
the adversary, who was retreating, stopped and took positions
which, by the nature of the ground, are very substantial in them-
selves in many places and which he has been able gradually to im-
| prove as to organization.
. “This battle of the Aisne therefore presents on a large part
i of its front the character of war by assault similar to the operations
'in Manchuria.
| “It might be added that the exceptional power of the artillery
| facing each other—the heavy German artillery against the French
7.5-centimetre cannons—gives a particular value to the temporary
fortifications which the two adversaries have drawn up.

“The task is therefore to take whole rows of intrenchments,
cach one protected by very close defences, particularly rows of
barbed wire, with mitrailleuses in concealed positions.

“In these circumstances progress of necessity raust be slow. It

| often happens that the progress of the attacks amounts only to
from five hundred metres to one kilometre a day.”

ADVANCE AROUND LASSIGNY.

The afternoon official communication, to which the later one
| referred, follows:
’ “First—On our left wing, on the right bank of the River
Qise, we have advanced in the region of Lassigny, where there
have been violent encounters with the enemy. On the left bank
| of the Oise and to the north of the River Aisne the situation is un-
| changed.

“Second—On the centre, between Rheims and the River
|Meule, there has been no change of importance. In the Woevre
district, to the northeast of Verdun, and in the direction of Mouilly

| and Dompierre, the enemy undertook violent attacks, which were,

artillery. We soon discovercd that the |

however, repulsed. In the southern part of the Woevre district

' enemy holds a line from Richecourt to Seicheprey to le
' from which he has not issued.

. “Third—On our right wing, in Lorraine and the Vosges, the
| Germans have evacuated Nomeny and Arracourt, and have shown
| little activity in the country around Domevre.” |

' It is evident that General Joffre, commander in chief of the
French army, is devoting much attention to the western wing on
the battle line, where fighting has been incessant night and day.
Theyhavebeenforcedtomkaﬁn‘tberdo&minlpoﬂimulh
| plateaus and in the rough country which, however; offer excellent
opportunities for intrenchment.

SOISSONS HEAVILY BOMBARDED.

{ The headquarters staff has been enabled to make a long
| movement forward toward the north. The town of Soissons has
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| been subjected to a furious German bombardment for nine days.



